[image: ][image: ] SHOTGATE PARISH COUNCIL
                     Chairwoman, Cllr. J. Woolf  – Clerk Emma Jones clerk@shotgatepc.org.uk 


MINUTES RELATING TO SETTING OF PRECEPT 25/26
Including prior year 24/25



Minutes of Shotgate Parish Council’s Ordinary meeting held on March 10th 2026 at 7:30pm at Shotgate Baptist Church Hall Bruce Grove.											
   Motions for Council to vote & Accept indicated by  
	28.25



	Chairman’s Welcome & Apologies & Reasons for Absence – Council to vote & Accept 

Cllr Keith Warren – Sends Apologies due to ill heath. – Accepted and agreed by unanimous vote.

Cllr Trevor Hammond – sends Apologies due to work Commitments. – Agreed by unanimous vote


	29.26
	Minutes of previous meeting. (to be agreed and signed) 
Agreed and accepted by unanimous vote


	30.26
	Declarations and Interests (existence and nature)
Cllr Brockman declares and interest and states she will not be voting on item 36.26 the co-option, due to her links with one of the applicants.

	31.26
		Borough/County Councillors Reports – ECC & Shotgate Borough issues 

	County Cllr’s – Ball & Buckley Cllr Ball gives Cllr Buckley’s apologies, gives his report on Essex CC Budget, LGR and Wick Lane repairs.
.

Wickford North District Cllr’s
                        Cllr Brockman States there is not a lot happening at Borough relating to Wickford North, but will be speaking at full council regarding the proposed closure of the Railway crossing, and reports that former Shotgate and borough Cllr David Harrison will posthumously receive the title of Alderman.
                        Aldridge – Nothing Further to add
                        Hammond – Nothing further to add




	32.26
	Action Plan/Community Projects/ /Funding Applications.
For Council consideration and vote. 

Cllr Woolf – 
Bus-stop Cleansing. 
Quotes from local jet washers

The only quote we have received is for £200 per shelter. 
Proposed by Cllr Woolf & seconded by Cllr Burton – Unanimously agreed.
Date for installation of new Perspex & general weed and clean of the area 
Agreed to await the shelters being cleaned. Cllr Burton & Meecham will liaise with Cllr Aldridge who has the replacement Perspex stored.

New Bins required at the top of Southend Road prior to the bridge.
Cllr Brockman reports that 6 new Bins for the ward have been agreed by the area committee, one will be placed there and a new dog bin has also been agreed.

Christmas lights quote if received
PHS Greenleaf have quoted £981.00 plus vat to decorate the trunks of 4 trees with solar lights. 
It was decided to not proceed with this service, but instead to decorate the trunks with our own battery net lights, and purchase battery operated light globes closer to the festive season.
Proposed by Cllr Woolf
Seconded by Cllr Meecham – Motion agreed.

Cllr Hammond –
Updates from Events committee and any funding approval for full council.
Shotgate shops parking area.

Due to the absence of Cllr Hammond this matter will be put over to the next meeting.


Clerk – 

Council to review and accept the new IT & GDPR policies – Fully Agreed by full council

Councillors to sign as having read and understood the Assertion 10 power-point training presentation. – All present Signed, with Cllr Hammomnd having previously attended an in person training session held by councilwise.

Request for a new printer to be purchased.
Quotes provided. All printer quotes coming in at around £99.00
Cllr Burton proposes a Brother ink-jet full colour printer is purchased from Viking at £99.60 inc vat 
Seconded by Cllr Meecham – Fully agreed by full council

Report to council to consider separating the role of Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer. This will be in order to reduce the annual cost of the scribe package and reduce the costs relating to the end of year and Audit. To be considered for the start of the new financial year in April with AGAR to be completed by the Clerk for year end 2025. – Rejected by full council at this time, with a possibility to review the situation once any increased responsibilities are apparent after LGR is in full operation.

8,755.68

	33.26
	Finance (to include any invoices received prior to meeting, and not noted below) 


a)Chairwoman to sign the Barclays Community Account Balance as at 28th February 2026 £8,755.68

b) The Council to agree months bank reconciliations for Feb 2026 8,755.68

c) Councillors to resolve to pay the following items for Feb 2026 agreed


Finance cont.
	Payment Type
	Payee
	Invoice Detail
	Amount £’s
	VAT

	BACS
	Mrs Emma Jones
	Clerk Wages

	1,290.05
	

	BACS
	HMRC
	Employer Contribution Nov
	tbc
	

	Direct Debit
	Go Cardless
	Microsoft Office Subscription Nov
	10.30
	2.06

	Direct Debit
	Go Cardless

	Wordpress back-up and maintenance Nov
	40.00
	8.00

	BACS
	Shotgate Baptist Church
	Hall Hire
	500.00
	

	BACS
	Vinyl Banners
	Design
	30.00
	

	BACS
	Vinyl Banners
	3 x Banners
	63.49
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	





	34.26
	Planning.
Cllr’s Hammond to present information to the Council regarding Planning relevant to Shotgate.
Comments to be agreed as a response to the planning application sent from Basildon Borough Council.
To Include the Dollyman’s Farm application.
In Cllr Hammond’s absence it was decided that the clerk will send the objections of the council to Rochford Planning Department. 

	35.26
	Public Participation Session with respect to items on the agenda and other matters that are of mutual interest.
The maximum time allowed for this item will be no longer than 15 minutes, at the close of this item members of the public will no longer be permitted to address
 the council.
Nothing Brought to the attention of the council
 

	36.26
	Co-option of a new Parish Councillor.
Council to consider the applications and interview candidates.

Two Candidates applied for the position. Only One candidate was present at the meeting.
Candidate One was proposed by Cllr Woolf and seconded by Cllr Burton
Candidate Two did not receive a proposal.
Candidate One answered questions from full council and the vote was held.
Council voted unanimously to co-opt Mr Alex Adams to stand as a Shotgate Parish Councillor


Councillor Adams signed the book of acceptance.

	37.26
	Items for the next meeting
Shotgate Shops parking surface.
Shotgate Park Watering

	27.26
	Next council meeting date April 14th at 7:30pm


	
	Meeting Closed:
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