[image: ][image: ] SHOTGATE PARISH COUNCIL
                     Chairwoman, Cllr. J. Woolf  – Clerk Emma Jones clerk@shotgatepc.org.uk 

Draft Minutes if the Ordinary Meeting of Shotgate Parish Council, held on Tuesday the 13th January 2026 at 7:30pm, at Shotgate Baptist Church, Bruce Grove. 

											
											
   Motions for Council to vote & Accept indicated by  
	01.25



	Chairman’s Welcome & Apologies & Reasons for Absence – Council to vote & Accept 

No apologies



	02.26
	Minutes of previous meeting. (to be agreed and signed) 
Fully agreed

	03.26
	Declarations and Interests (existence and nature)
Cllr Woolf declares a pecuniary interest on item 26.

	04.26
		Borough/County Councillors Reports – ECC & Shotgate Borough issues 

	County Cllr’s – Ball & Buckley

Cllr Buckley gives his Report – including, Essex Highways are the top performing council for fixing potholes. 
Gvt to report on the unitary councils in March.

Cllr Ball gives his Report – Essex CC will not be asking for elections to be cancelled.
Secretary of State will make a decision re the delivery of LGR
Combined Authority will be in place later this year.

.

Wickford North District Cllr’s
                        Brockman
                        Aldridge 
                        Hammond
Cllr Brockman has nothing to report to Parish Council re Wickford North.
She reports that the decision to ask for the Local elections to be cancelled was made by cabinet not full council.

Cllr Aldridge – Nothing to report
Cllr Hammond – Nothing to report.





	05.26
	 Local Government Reorganistation (LGR) updates.

Timeline
26 Sept 2025 – Final proposals & Business Case Submitted
19 Nov – 11 Jan 2026 – Government LGR Consultation
Feb/March 2026 – Government will announce the chosen unitary model unitary for Essex 3,4,or 5.
During this period council officers across Essex will work together to build the foundation of the new authorities
May 2027 – Shadow Unitary Council Elections
April 2028 – New Unitary Councils go live
May 2028 – New Mayor of Essex Elected

Precept Requests and Parish Elections to continue unaffected – however this may change depending on which model is chosen.

Noted by Council.

Cllr Ball adds that that Devolved budgets from unitaries will have representatives from parish Councils to advise.
He disputes the comments made by Gavin Callaghan at the meeting.





	06.26
	
Action Plan/Community Projects/ /Funding Applications.
For Council consideration and vote. 
 
Update from Previous Events Meeting. Full Council to agree any financial decisions over £5,000.

Full council to decide on a payment of £5,748 to enable the circus event to be offered to the community for free. – 
Proposed by Cllr Woolf 
Seconded by Cllr Warren  
Unanimously voted in favour – Motion carried.

Flower Towers and Lampost Baskets – Council to decide to ask for a quote and number of baskets, towers required.
Quotes from Windowflowers to be obtained.



	07.26
	
Parking on the bend at the care home – Southend Road
Council to contact Essex Highways again in order to try and get the yellow line process started, this has now been brought to our meetings for over 5 years.

This needs to be reported again to SEPP, ask for Police to attend and support the request from parking restrictions.

	08.26
	Finance (to include any invoices received prior to meeting, and not noted below) 

Cllr Woolf leaves the meeting.

a)Chairwoman to sign the Barclays Community Account Balance as at 31 December 2025

b) The Council to agree months bank reconciliations for Nov/Dec 2025

c) Councillors to resolve to pay the following items for Nove 2025 – Jan 2026


Finance cont.
	Payment Type
	Payee
	Invoice Detail
	Amount £’s
	VAT

	BACS
	Mrs Emma Jones
	Clerk Wages
Nov
	1,290.05
	

	BACS
	HMRC
	Employer Contribution Nov
	554.08
	

	Direct Debit
	Go Cardless
	Microsoft Office Subscription Nov
	10.30
	2.06

	Direct Debit
	Go Cardless

	Wordpress back-up and maintenance Nov
	40.00
	8.00

	BACS
	Wel Medical
	New Defib pads
	158.70
	

	BACS
	Emblem
	Advertising Banners
	377.50
	453.00

	BACS
	PHS
	Christmas Tree
	
	

	BACS
	Numerous
	Market Refunds
	7 x £25.00
	

	BACS
	H.Woolf
	Gardening
	
	

	BACS
	Scribe
	Accountancy Package
	
	

	BACS
	Mrs Emma Jones
	Clerk Wages Dec
	1,198.89
	

	BACS
	HMRC
	Employer Contribution Dec
	499.53
	

	Direct Debit
	Go Cardless
	Microsoft Office Subscription Dec
	10:30
	2.06

	Direct Debit
	Go Cardless
	Wordpress back-up and maintenance Dec
	40.00
	8.00

	BACS
	PKF Littlejohn
	Audit fee
	252.00
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Agreed – Cllr Woolf returns to chair the meeting.


	09.26
	Planning.
Cllr’s Aldridge & Hammond to present information to the Council regarding Planning relevant to Shotgate.
Comments to be agreed as a response to the planning application sent from Basildon Borough Council.

Planning applications for First Avenue
                                         Bruce Grove
                                         Bakers Farm Close

Nothing for the Council to comment on.


	10.26
	Public Participation Session with respect to items on the agenda and other matters that are of mutual interest.
The maximum time allowed for this item will be no longer than 15 minutes, at the close of this item members of the public will no longer be permitted to address
 the council.

Nothing brought to the attention of the Clerk at time of publication. 
No members of the public present


	11.26
	Next council meeting date February 10th at 7:30pm

Cllr David Aldridge hands his resignation to the council.
This was accepted with regret,


	
	Meeting Closed: 20:19
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