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                  Chairwoman, Cllr. J. Woolf  jackiewoolf@sky.com – Clerk Emma Morris clerk@shotgatepc.org.uk 

Minutes of the Shotgate Parish Councill meeting held on 9th July 2024 at 7:30pm at Shotgate Baptist Church Hall.

	Shotgate Parish Council Members
	Invited Guests.

	
	Cllr’s Buckley & Ball

	Cllr Clive Burton – vice Chair as Chairman
	

	Cllr Eunice Brockman
	

	Cllr Emma Deadman
	

	
	Members of the Public 

	
	4 Residents present

	Miss Emma Morris - Clerk
	


											
											
   Motions for Council to vote & Accept indicated by  
	76.24



	Chairman’s Welcome & Apologies & Reasons for Absence – Council to vote to Accept .
Cllr Hammond 
Cllr Harrison
Cllr Aldridge     
Cllr Woolf          all agreed to Accept

	77.24
	Minutes of previous meeting. (to be agreed and signed)  Agreed

	78.24
	Declarations and Interests (existence and nature)
None



	79.24
	Public Participation Session with respect to items on the agenda and other matters that are of mutual interest.

The maximum time allowed for this item will be no longer than 15 minutes, at the close of this item members of the public will no longer be permitted to address
 the council.

A Local Resident came to the meeting to ask why the Shotgate Park is in such a state, and asked why the Parish Council is paying for Hanging baskets instead of paying for the grass to be cut and the drain covers to be fixed. 

It was explained that those issues were not the responsibility of the Parish Council and the matters had been reported to both Basildon Borough Council and Essex County Council over a number of years to rectify. Council tax is paid by residents to the responsible authorities to maintain and fix those matters, the precept paid to the Parish is a separate payment for community improvements such as the hanging baskets, events and additional equipment placed in the park – with permission from the relevant authorities, as the Parish do not own any facility within Shotgate -  If the Parish Council were to take measures to rectify the issues the Borough & County have responsibility for, that would be double taxation for our residents and should not happen.

The same resident asked questions relating to the salary and employment contribution for the Clerk – this was answered by the Clerk. Information was given as to how the annual accounts can be viewed.

Another resident asked that three green wheelie bins left by the entrance to the park in Fanton Gardens be removed. 

Cllr Brockman to request that from Borough.

Cllr Brockman will also chase up and question the grass cutting contractors and cutting schedule.

Cllr Ball from Essex CC will look into the broken paths and drain covers within the park, and will try to find the definitive answer as to who actually has responsibility for fixing them.


	80.24
	Essex County Councillors to Present their reports, on matters relevant to Shotgate residents.

Cllr Malcolm Buckley – Gives his report, ECC held their first full meeting since the general election, Bus Services were spoken about, and responsibility for them
ECC accounts have not been externally audited for numerous years, due to the lack of an Auditor, this is a national problem.

Cllr Tony Ball – No further reports to present.



	81.24
	Wickford North Borough Councillors to Present their reports, on matters relevant to Shotgate residents.

Cllr Eunice Brockman
Gives her report – The broken width restriction gate at Bruce Grove has been chased up and Highways have been informed.



	82.24
	Action Plan/Community Projects/Funding Applications - Council to vote to accept 

Cllr Burton
Reminder to all that the Picnic in the Park is being held on Saturday July 27th, attendance throughout the day would be appreciated.
Cllr Brockman to ask for the park field to be maintained before then.

Cllr Burton moves that in future the person bringing the idea of an event to the council should see it through to its fruition. Proposed Cllr Burton 
Seconded Cllr Deadman – All in favour.



Shotgate Park Pergola – Following on from the apparent turn-around by Basildon Parks department in not allowing wooden structures within its parks, it would be pertinent to re-visit the possibility of having a pergola sited over the QEII bench in the Park Garden. Costings to be presented and funding discussed.

The Costings brought to the meeting was £2,119.99 + £320 + vat then installation costs on top. The councillors were concerned about criminal damage or ASB.

Decision made to look at the possibility of fixed shade sails instead of the wooden structure, which would reduce the risk of vandalism.
To be revisited at the September meeting.

S-Type Security – following on from a free weeks trial period, the reports have been submitted to the Clerk (on the attachment to be provided) Council to discuss  costings and if further patrols should be agreed.  

The possibility of engaging with the security patrols on an intermittent basis, to reduce the cost 

2 hourly patrols on a fortnightly basis would cost £2444  per annum inc vat
2 half hour patrols on a fortnightly basis would cost £1248 per annum inc vat. 
*3 hourly patrols on a fortnightly basis would £3276 per annum inc vat.
*3 half hourly patrols on a fortnightly basis would be £1638  per annum inc vat. 
* this is subject to the company agreeing to the reduced rate for half hourly visits.

Councillor Deadman moves that the council engage with the security team for the summer holidays, as a trial period, and bring the reports back to the September meeting, on a 3 x ½ hourly patrol per week on a fortnightly basis, totalling £252.00 inc vat.
Cllr Burton Seconds – All agree motion carried.



Cllr Aldridge
Updates on the poor state of repair of the Shotgate Park pathways. Not Present

Clerk
Bleed Bag – a critical trauma kit, designed to restrict blood loss after a penetrative injury. 
The Daniel Baird foundation have agreed to donate a bleed bag which it is hoped will fit in the current defibrillator cabinet and will be registered with the ambulance service for use by the community in the case of any blood trauma injury. Should the bag not fit in the current cabinet there is a red cabinet available for the sole purpose of housing the equipment at a cost of £350, a raincover is available at an extra £50 and optional installation is £175 + depending on location. Council to discuss 

Motion to agree the Bleed Bag
Proposed Cllr Deadman
Seconded Cllr Burton – fully agreed. Motion Carried.

If it does not fit in the cabinet, then the option to fit a cabinet to be revisited at the September meeting.


Mobile Fish & Chip Van – The Frying Squad.
Following the huge success of a pop-up event by the Vdub Tavern, the Frying Squad mobile chip van, is prepared to visit Shotgate on a regular basis, to serve the community with the agreement of the Parish Council.

Fully agreed by all that this is an asset to the community and the Clerk to get in touch with the owner to arrange a start date.



	83.24

	Finance (to include any invoices received prior to meeting, and not noted below)  

a) Chairman to sign the Barclays Community Account Balance as at 
30th June 2024 - £11,170.66

b) The Council to agree months bank reconciliations for June/July 2024.  Agreed

c) Councillors to resolve to the payment of the following invoices from May/June

Finance cont.
	Payment Type
	Payee
	Invoice Detail
	Amount £’s
	VAT

	BACS
	Miss E Morris
	Clerk Wages
	1120.77
	N/A

	BACS
	HMRC
	Employer Contribution
	393.99
	N/A

	BACS
	Grant Flack
	Watering x 21
	630.00
	N/A

	Direct Debit
	Go Cardless
	Microsoft Office Subscription
	10.30
	2.06

	
	Essex CC
	Lamppost Permissions
	50.00
	

	BACS
	Gallagher
	PC Insurance
	1077.61
	

	
	
	
	Fully agreed by all
	




	84.24
	Planning 1

Cllr Hammond & Cllr Aldridge to report on planning applications and give recommendations.

Neither planning officers were present.


	85.24
	Matters for September’s meeting
Security update.
Bleed Bag update
Shade in the park 
Grass Cutting 

	86.24
	Next council meeting date September 10th 2024

	
	

	
	Meeting Closed 
20:53


	
	









image1.emf

image2.emf

