MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF SHOTGATE HELD
AT SHOTGATE BAPTIST CHURCH HALL, BRUCE GROVE,
SHOTGATE, WICKFORD ON TUESDAY 24TH APRIL 2012 AT 7.30 P.M.
PRESENT:
Cllr. David Harrison (Chairman)
Brian Levett, Governor of Basildon NHS Hospital
Cllr. A. Ball – Leader of Basildon Borough Council
7 members of the public
Shotgate Parish Councillors: K. Allen, M. Hodges, F. Lyons, P. Vickers
G. Bassett (Parish Clerk)

1.

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME FROM THE CHAIRMAN
The Chairman, Cllr. Harrison, welcomed the guests and the members of the
public. Cllr. Harrison then introduced the speakers and referred to the format
for the meeting.

2.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Batcheler and Cllr. I. Pummell –
Essex County Council and Cllr. Chapman of Essex County Council.

3.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING - MAY 2011
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 4th May 2011 were agreed
and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

4.

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 2011/12
The past year has been another active year. Following the resignation of former
Councillor Dave Jerreat as Chairman in July, I was appointed to replace him as
Chairman of the Parish Council. Once again Issues raised by residents has
ensured that the Council has been active throughout the year. The Council
Members have also been very pro-active in bringing improvements to the
Parish. Another new bus shelter has been provided at Bridge Road, as well as
the improvement to the “ClearChannel” shelter also at Bridge Road. Members
of the Council have brought about improvements in Shotgate Park – more Play
Equipment, the fencing off of the Play Area, and the provision of the Multiple
Use Sports Area (MUSA) – all part funded by the Parish Council. Another 2000
bulbs have been planted around the Parish – and have resulted in an excellent
display earlier this year.
Further plans are in hand for the Park in the future, and the Parish Plan has now
been completed.
The Parish Council’s many thanks go to Shotgate’s Passenger Transport
Representative - Mr Keith Adler - for his attendance and positive representation
at ECC Transport Meetings and his efforts to update residents via the Parish
Council with the various changes to the timetable and bus services within the
area.
The Parish Council has held 11 Council meetings and one Annual Parish
Meeting. It has produced and circulated 4 Newsletters throughout the past
year. The web-site has been expanded and its design and content, along with
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the Red Folder held at Wickford Library, is regularly reviewed. The notice board
has also been effective in keeping residents informed of issues that affect them.
The Parish Council has continued to liaise with Basildon Borough Council to
obtain additional litter and dog waste bins around Shotgate and visual signs to
remind visitors to deposit litter in the relevant bins.
The Parish Council has been actively involved in requesting repairs and
improvements to the highways and footpaths within the area.
Following the Parish Council being successful in attracting £3,750 as part
funding, the surface repairs to the car park in front of the parade of shops in
Southend Road have been completed.
Members of the Parish Council undertook training during the year in accordance
with the Parish Council’s Training Intent programme.
Members of the Parish Council regularly attend liaison meetings with other
agencies and representatives from other Parish Councils to share knowledge
and experience.
The Parish Council has commented on the many documents received from the
Borough and County Councils and other agencies. The Parish Council always
takes the opportunity to respond on issues relevant to Shotgate.
During the year we have had two Members resign from the Council – both who
were an asset to the Parish – my thanks to both.
Parish Council Members throughout 2010/11:
Dave Jerreat (Until July 2011)
David Harrison (Chairman)
49 Alicia Avenue
Fred Lyons
324a Southend Road
Keith Allen (Vice Chairman)
28 Fourth Avenue
Malcolm Hodges
7 Crouchview Close
Rae Batcheler
83 Fourth Avenue
Peter Vickers
274 Southend Road
Tristan Marriott (Oct 2011 – March 2012)
Clerk to the Council
Mrs Georgina Bassett

Tel: 01268 734768
Tel: 01268 733119
Tel: 01268 570099
Tel: 01268 768683
Tel: 01268 457700
Tel: 01268 767703

Tel: 01702 584158

Parish Council Committees and Working Parties
Finance Committee:
Malcolm Hodges, Peter Vickers, David Harrison,
Keith Allen
Planning Committee:
David Harrison, Peter Vickers, Malcolm Hodges,
Keith Allen, Rae Batcheler
Personnel Committee:
Rae Batcheler, Keith Allen, David Harrison
In addition the Council has several Working Parties.
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Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the Parish Council are held on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August). Basildon Borough and County Council ward councillors often
attend these meetings. The public are welcome to attend the Parish Council
meetings and have an opportunity to speak during the Open Session near the
beginning of the meeting.
Recently a complaint was made to Basildon Council by the Clerk against two
Members of the Council. The complaints were rejected as unsubstantiated.
Please approach any member of the Council if you have any issues that you
wish to raise at any time during the coming year.
Finally, may I extend my personal thanks to fellow Parish Councillors and the
Clerk for their enthusiasm and hard work over the past year. I would also like to
thank our partners at Basildon Borough Council, Essex County Council and the
Police in their continuing support for the community.
David Harrison
Chairman, Shotgate Parish Council
5. PRESENTATIONS
Cllr. A. Ball, Leader of Basildon Council provided a question and answer
session
Local councils are stand-alone independent organisations. The Borough
Council should not push Parish Council into areas they are not keen to be
involved in. It is important that the Parish Council fills some roles and functions.
Local councils add supplements to services Borough and County Councils
provide, by enhancing quality life within the parish i.e. grass cutting, local
councils can organise extra cuts from their own precept, depending on level of
precept.
The Parish Council is able to carry out practical measures i.e. play area, new
bus shelters etc. within its precept and grants. It has established community
spirit within the parish which it is able to build upon.
Parish Councils have better engagement on planning applications in relation to
highways issues than the Borough and District Councils.
Questions/Comments included:
1.
Comparing the Parish Plan between old and new in Shotgate not much
different except for the congestion of traffic, particularly outside the shops
with parked cars causing hazards. Request for a one way system,
20mph limit.
A.
Consultation with Essex County Council – no promise. 20mph difficult to
enforce unless in school area. Parked vehicles are a traffic calming
measure.
2.
Roundabout at Southend Road by shops is a danger, particularly at the
narrowest point by the Parish Notice Board, buses have difficulty passing
when two cars are parked opposite.
3.
Difficulty for vehicles from adjoining roads to Southend Road for traffic to
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A.

4.
A.
5.
A.
6.
A.

7.
A.
8.
A.
9.
A.
10.

A.

11.
A.

12.

A.
13.

A.

join the Southend Road at peak times, would request that no additional
roads are built for access onto the Southend Road.
Road capacity on planning is not recognised for reviews. Only on safety
onto/off roads. Unable to assure that no additional roads will access onto
Southend Road.
Bus shelter that is no longer at the corner of Swan Lane, when will this
be replaced.
It is no. 1 on the list and will be installed shortly.
The path that used to be open onto Wick Path, can this be reopened.
Will look into this.
Understanding that Christchurch in Wickford may be moving for a new
Sainsburys store, can confirmation be received on this.
It is positive if Sainsbury’s would like to be built in Wickford as another
anchor store. However, more land is required for this larger store.
Basildon Borough Council is working closely with Sainsbury’s and the
church. Should the church be requested to be moved, it is intended that
an alternative suitable local location will be found.
Would Basildon Borough Council consider a multi-storey in Wickford.
Any suggestions are currently up for consideration. Nothing yet decided.
There were plans for 51 flats in Bruce Grove by Russell Gardens has this
progressed further forward.
Not yet, no additional news.
It was stated that Wickford car parking was underused, however this is
not the situation.
At the weekends car parking is free and this has encouraged the
additional use of car parks.
Believe the High Street could be pedestrian use only as large vehicles
block up the road during unloading and has been difficult in the past for
ambulances to pass.
Access to shops is not all rear delivery and do not believe this would be
the answer at Shotgate, other issues might then arise – vandalism, safety
later in the day etc.
Frequently a lot of litter around Shotgate, is it possible for the
Environment Officers to increase their visits around Shotgate.
There is no additional cost to the tax payer for this service and the litter
team also include serious dumping and dog foul in this service. A
request will be made for additional visits if possible in the Shotgate area
in the future.
Frequently the BT engineers after visiting the box in Southend Road,
leave rubbish and wires. It would be appreciated if this can be looked at
by Basildon Enforcement.
Noted for consideration.
Observed that the additional litter bins in the park area are placed very
close to the benches. Encouraged individuals to spread this litter whilst
seated around the park area and burning rubber in them.
Parish Council responded to request if residents notice any unacceptable
behaviour of this nature to contact the local police.
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14.
A.
15.
A.

Please can arrangements be made to clean the road signs, especially in
Jubilee Way.
Request will be made to Essex County Council.
Request for the High Street in Wickford to be pavement only – free of
traffic.
The continental market was very popular in Wickford – optional
pedestrian will be pursued at various times.

Cllr. Harrison thanked Cllr. Ball for his presentation and answering any
questions put to him .
Mr. Brian Levett – 1 of 52 Governors of Basildon Hospital, gave a presentation:
The background of the majority of governors of the hospital is they have
returned to put back some of their time into the hospital. Governors are
involved in costings, work ethic and community service and formally meet 4
times a year. Minutes are recorded and governors meet with the constituents,
they are their voice. Talk to them and feedback any problems.
There are 10 committees and governors volunteer to be voted on at least 1
committee. To be on the Board of Governors you must be a member of the
trust – to join is free. The Annual Members Meeting is during September.
There are 4,500 regular staff, 14 wards, 781 beds at Basildon Hospital and it
is split into 3 groups, the main one being cardio which it particularly specialises
in. Basildon NHS is run the same way as a business and is all costed to the last
penny, including GP commissioning.
Questions asked after the presentation were:
1.
It is frequently very difficult and time consuming getting out of the hospital
car park. There has been talk of a one way system, will this be likely.
A.
The main problem is at Sadlers Farm roundabout, majority of traffic
coming off earlier via the A132/A127 via Basildon. The little roundabout
by the hospital comes to a standstill if a vehicle stops in the middle of the
roundabout. The hospital is looking with Basildon Borough Council to
find another route through a proposed new housing development.
Cllr. Harrison thanked Mr. Levett for his presentation.
6.

BASILDON BOROUGH/ESSEX COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
No additional reports received from Borough or Essex County Councillors.

The Chairman thanked the public and speakers for attending the meeting, which
closed at 8.20 p.m.
Signed …………………………………….

Date …………………….
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION
This is a summary of the expenditure of the Parish Council for 2011/12. Further
information is published later in the year when the accounts have been audited.
Expenditure Heading
Elections
By elections
Administration - Office
(stationery/postage/Clerk’s travel)
Cllrs. out of pocket expenses
Training (include travel expenses)
Printing
Clerk (inc. PAYE)
Insurance
Meeting Accommodation
Affiliation fees
Donations (S137)
Audit fees
*Other (maintenance etc.)
Published Books
Reserves
Total Allocations
Projects 2011/12:
Younger Children Play Equipment
Bus Shelter
Play Rangers
Litter Bin
Path in Park Area
Regeneration Resurfacing – Shops
Parish Plan
Bulb Planting
Total for projects
+ part grant funded
Projects 2012/13:
Fitness equipment in Park
Picnic Area
Teen Youth Shelter
Survey/Earth Removal
Street Furniture
Total for projects

Budget 2011/12
£ 3,000.00
£ 2,000.00
£
650.00
£
490.20
£
352.58
£
400.00
£
315.88
£ 8,500.00
£ 1,070.59
£
674.00
£ 1,000.00
£
100.00
£
376.37
£
587.75
£
100.00
£ 2,110.00
£ 21,727.37

Actual Spend
£
74.15
£
0.00
£ 600.00
£ 471.81
£ 153.17
£ 394.20
£ 202.12
£ 6,990.54
£ 780.45
£ 558.00
£ 815.52
£
0.00
£ 457.00
£
50.00
£
0.00
£
0.00
£11,546.96

£10,286.40+
£ 8,388.00
£ 390.00
£ 340.60
£ 7,411.20
£ 7,500.00+
£ 1,257.00
£ 524.10
£36,097.30

£10,000.00
£ 2,000.00
£ 5,000.00
£ 1,000.00
£ 400.00
£18,400.00

*earmarked expenditure
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