
MINUTES OF THE FIRST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF SHOTGATE PARISH HELD 
AT SHOTGATE BAPTIST CHURCH, BRUCE GROVE, SHOTGATE, WICKFORD ON 
TUESDAY, 22 MAY 2007 AT 7.30PM 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Councillors  D. Harrison 

M Hodges 
  D Jerreat (Vice-Chairman) 
  F Lyons (Chairman) 
  N Levey 
  P Vickers 
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
 
Cllr Buckley – Leader Basildon District Council 
Cllr. McPherson-Davis – Essex Association of Local Councils and Basildon Association of 
Town and Parish Councils 
Sgt. J. De Fries 
69 members of the public 
 
G Fulford -  Parish Development Officer 
 
 
 
1. CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS 
 
 The Chairman welcomed the guests and the members of the public. He was very 

pleased to see so many residents attending as this showed they were interested in 
the future of Shotgate. He introduced his fellow councillors and expressed the hope 
that the Town Council would be able to serve Shotgate effectively. 

 
 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Allen, Lord Hanningfield, 

Leader of Essex County Council, County Councillor Mrs. Pummell and District 
Councillor Ball, Deputy Leader of Basildon District Council, all of whom sent their 
congratulations and best wishes to the Parish Council. 

 
3. PRESENTATION BY CLLR. MCPHERSON-DAVIS ON BEHALF OF THE ESSEX 

ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS. 
 

Cllr. McPherson-Davis presented the Council chairman, Cllr. Fred Lyons, with a 
gavel from the EALC and sent the best wishes of both the EALC and BATPC. 

 
4. SGT JOHN DE FRIES 
 
 Sgt De Fries congratulated the councillors on their election, and spoke about the 

Neighbourhood Policing system, which had recently been introduced in Wickford.  



The scheme works by residents setting the priorities, in terms of what affects them, 
and setting up co-ordinators to help with a two-way transmission of information 
between the public and the Police. Neighbourhood Committees would also be 
formed. 
The minimum team for the area should be 1 Sergeant, 4 PCs and a number of 
PCSOs, but there are not currently enough officers to go round. Additionally, they are 
taken off Neighbourhood Policing from time to time to deal with arrests and 
statements related to crimes. 
They have been dealing recently with alleged youth nuisance, but in order to 
progress the matter, need statements from residents to use as evidence. There was 
also concern over racial abuse at the Chinese take away and at the Post Office. The 
Police are trying not to use Dispersal Orders, but may need to do so. They do not 
currently have any ASBOs, but are looking at them for the main culprits. 
Sgt De Fries is available to all residents at the Police Station, and wants to work with 
all strands of the community. 
He took some questions from members of the public 

Q What is happening about graffiti? 

A Graffiti has reduced because the most recent main culprit had been sent to 
prison for a different offence. 

Q Do the Police have a graffiti removal kit? 

A Yes, and Basildon District Council have a graffiti removal officer 

Q Could the Parish Council have a graffiti removal kit 

A Yes 

A From Cllr. Buckley. Basildon D.C. had taken powers to force people, 
particularly businesses, to remove graffiti from their buildings 

Q Do officers have to get through their beat in a specified time? 

A No, they only go quickly if on their way to a specific incident. Otherwise they 
will take as long as it needs to meet all the people they come across on their 
way 

Q Can the Church be involved with graffiti removal, as they are working with 
groups of young people? 

A The offer was noted. The Police are beginning to work with the churches to 
provide volunteers for a Bar ‘n Bus 

Q Is there a zone for a Dispersal Order? 

A Yes, Police can move groups out of a dispersal order zone or take under 16s 
home 

Q Would photographs of youngsters help? 

A Yes, but people must be careful about taking photos of young people, 
particularly young females. 

Q What can be done about noise from neighbours late at night? 

A This should be referred to Environmental Health, who are available 24 hours 
per day  

Q How long does a Dispersal Order last? 

A It lasts for a specified period, after which it can be renewed, subject to need, or 
simply ended 

Q What happened to the CCTV? 

A Cllr. Buckley. It was jointly owned by the Police and Basildon D.C., but no-one 
knows where it is 

 
 



5. CLLR. MALCOLM BUCKLEY – LEADER BASILDON DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
 Cllr. Buckley congratulated the councillors on their election to the Parish Council, and 

also congratulated Cllr. Fred Lyons on being the first Shotgate Parish Council 
Chairman. 

 He indicated his desire to work closely with the Parish Council, as all councils are 
working for improvements for the local community. 

 
6. QUESTIONS/COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 Responses were given by members of Shotgate Parish Council unless indicated 

otherwise. Personal responses are indicated by councillor’s initials. 
  

C  There is concern over the quality of pavement repairs 

A Cllr. Buckley There is increased use of ‘slurry spraying’, which is a cheap 
way of making pavements look better, but weeds grow 
through, and councils are not allowed to use the most 
effective weedkillers for environmental reasons 

Q  Can the trees be cut back in Sandown Road and Bruce 
Grove? 

A Cllr. Buckley This is a highways matter, and that is the responsibility of 
Essex County Council. 

A Cllr. McPherson-
Davis 

Essex C.C. want highways issues raised with them. If 
parishes are prepared to contribute towards the costs, they 
will go higher up the list of priorities. 

C  There is an inadequate bus service 

A  Bus services can be taken up with bus companies, but they 
are businesses and have to run at a profit 

Q  Can Essex C.C. be asked to attend a meeting of the Parish 
Council 

A  It will be put on an agenda 

Q  Will the Parish Council approach the operator of Service 
221 to put the section between Swan Pub and Shotgate 
Post Office back into service? 

A  The Parish Council will contact the operator 

Q  The bus shelter at the Post Office was damaged last year. 
When will it be repaired? 

A Cllr. Buckley Basildon D.C. have no plans to replace the shelter, which 
was damaged by vandals 

C  The bus shelter at Bridge Road has been vandalised and 
not cleaned 

A  Cllr. Levey had been told by Basildon D.C. that they will not 
clean the shelter as it is owned by the bus company 

A Cllr. McPherson-
Davis 

The Parish Council does have the power to erect bus 
shelters 

C  The community should not be dictated to by vandals 

A  The Parish Council will not be intimidated by vandals 

Q  Who is responsible for parks, particularly in respect of litter? 

A  The parks will be discussed by the Parish Council 

Q  What is happening to the Shotgate steering group funds? 
They should go towards maintenance of the sign. 



A  It will be on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting 
on 12th June 

Q  How do residents contact parish councillors? 

A  In person, by phone or e-mail. Details are on the last 
newsletter. There is a need to contact the appropriate 
councillor for the problem, parish, district or county. 

Q  How can news be put out to the community to get to hard to 
reach groups? 

A  The council will produce a parish plan, and the council will 
work for all groups. The council has a web-site, newsletters 
and parish council meetings. It will also have a notice board 

Q  Will the formation of a parish council be celebrated? 

A  The Baptist Church is trying to get a summer festival, and 
the parish council might join in 

C  There is a problem with complaints to Basildon D.C. not 
being dealt with 

A Cllr. Buckley There is a vexatious complaints register at Basildon D.C., 
but there is no-one on it. 

Q  Why was Cllr. Harrison against the formation of a parish 
council? 

A DH He wanted a Wickford Town Council, but did not get it. 
Nevertheless, as a parish councillor he will work for the 
benefit of the residents of Shotgate 

Q  Why have a parish council? 

A  To bring the community together 

Q  When is parish council meeting? 

A  2nd Tuesday in each month, at the Baptist Church at 7.30 
p.m. 

Q  Do individual councillors have their own priorities? 

A DJ Lorries for the Business Park and Industrial Estate going 
through Shotgate residential area, particularly Bruce Grove 
as a short cut, and damaging roads, pavements and verges. 
He has passed information to Basildon D.C. for a meeting 
with Essex C.C. 

Q  Can shopfronts be tidied up and have in and out signs for 
parking areas at shops? 

A FL He has been trying for 20 years to get shopfronts improved 

A Cllr. Buckley Basildon sometimes improves the road surface of areas that 
are not necessarily their responsibility 

C  There needs to be better signage for the Business Park 

A  Agreed 

Q  Parking tickets need to be issued for parking on pavements 
and grass verges 

A  Some tickets are issued, but there is concern about damage 
to grass, pavements and the infrastructure (pipes etc). The 
council could look at weight or width restrictions 

 
 The Chairman thanked the public for attending the meeting, which closed at 

9.15 p.m. 


