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SHOTGATE PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER 

SUMMER 2014 

Dear Resident, 
 
This is newsletter includes part of the Chairman’s Report for the Parish Council which is now three quarters of the way 
through its second full term of office.  It includes the activities of Shotgate Parish Council over the last year - (May 2013 
to April 2014) and Parish Council contact points. 
 

1.  Bruce Grove 
The year started boisterously with an application to build 49 houses in the industrial part of Bruce Grove, possibly 
opening the road to heavy traffic. This was opposed by the Parish Council and later rejected by Basildon District 
Planning Committee. Last month the developer's appeal went to an independent assessor and so this is back on the 
agenda. 
  
2. Buses 
Last April there was a radical change to the 25 bus service, but the revised timetable did not appear until at least six 
weeks afterwards this led to the PC's campaigning via the newsletter to increase the frequency of the service.  Similar 
lobbying was going on in the affected areas of Raleigh (the Wheatleys). Perhaps these cries in the wilderness were 
heard, because as of this April the service has now doubled in frequency for the foreseeable future. 
  
3. Allotments 
New councillor Gerry Fanthorpe was co-opted onto the Parish Council with a particular interest to assist to progress 
the allotments project. Contact has been made with three landowners inside Shotgate and one outside.  Nothing firm 
yet, but talks are ongoing. 
 
4.  Shotgate Park 
Two new paths were opened last year, with official opening ceremonies attended by the Mayor, District Council Leader 
and Essex County Council Leader.  Grants have been received for further equipment for the park and plans for next 
year will include improvements to Bawdsey Path, aka “the little park”. 
  
Daffodil displays throughout Shotgate were augmented by two spectacular wildflower displays in the Park, well 
received by residents. 
 
A proposed ornamental archway, subject to funding at the entrance of Shotgate Park from Southend Road will 
hopefully have the go ahead in the next few months. 
 
A small minority of visitors or residents within the community have not appreciated that the plants, wild flowers are for 
the enjoyment of everyone and sadly have picked some of them. 
 
5. Bawdsey Path 
Thanks to Veolia Thames North Thames Trust, the Parish Council has managed to secure funding of £13,800.00 
towards regeneration of Bawdsey Path.  This includes four swings, mini tower unit, seating, litter bin and fencing.  
Installation should commence the week of 30th June, 2014. 
6.  Policing 
Neighbourhood community Meetings (formerly NAPs) were held every two months in Wickford and Monthly Police 
surgeries were held in the conservatory of the Shotgate Church.  Police Constables and PCSOs attended several 
Parish Council meetings. 
  
Vandalism to the bus shelter outside the Post Office was ongoing and a member of the public removed this with a 
graffiti kit. 
  
7. Road Safety 
Requests were made for a pedestrian crossing in Southend Road near Alicia Avenue and for a pull-in by the mailbox 
on Hodgson Way. The former is still being pursued. 
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8.  Air Traffic 
Proposed increases in the traffic to Southend Airport prompted the PC to consider creating an Emergency Plan for 
Shotgate and a representative from Basildon Council attended a meeting to explain how to do this.  A committee will 
be set up to pursue this. 
  
9.  Helping Hands 
Volunteers will be sought to set up a branch of this organisation in Shotgate.  Please see the attached flyer and if you 
can return to one of the Parish Councillors this would be appreciated. 
  
10.  Fulmar Way 
Residents near Fulmar Way were consulted by ECC about a proposal for an enlarged Waste Transfer site containing 
hazardous material.  The Parish Council was not consulted, but persuaded ECC to take its comments into account.  
This is ongoing. 
  
11.  Councillor Lyons 
As many will know, Councillor Lyons is unwell, but remains a Parish Councillor for now.  Our thoughts are with him and 
his family.  Councillor Lyons was a guiding light in the establishment of the Parish Council and his shop was a focus for 
the community that we can ill afford to be without. 
 
12. Green Spaces 
Residents have highlighted that a number of trees have been cut down, this is a short reminder that confirmation from 
Essex County Council/Basildon should be sought prior to such removals, thank you. 
 
13. War Memorial 
Basildon Borough Council offered for Shotgate and Rawreth Parish Councils to meet and discuss for consideration of 
the removal of the war memorial at Dollyman’s Farm to another location.  Rawreth offered to move nearer to its parish.  
Information has since been received from Rayleigh Council that the families of those remembered at this memorial 
wish for the moment in time for this to remain where it is. 
 
14. Councillor Vacancy 
It is with great thanks for his contribution as a councillor and then as the Chairman for the past year, that we report that 
Cllr. Knott has resigned from the Parish Council due to personal commitments and we wish him well.  The Parish 
Council will be seeking applications for this vacancy in the not too distant future.  Please refer to the Parish Council 
notice board. 
  
Parish Council Members  
Peter Vickers (Chairman) 274 Southend Road Tel: 01268 767703   Clerk to the Council 
David Harrison  49 Alicia Avenue Tel: 01268 734768   Mrs. Georgina Bassett 
Keith Allen 28 Fourth Avenue Tel: 01268 570099   Tel: 01702 584158 
Malcolm Hodges  7, Crouchview Close Tel: 01268 768683 
Fred Lyons 324a Southend Road Tel: 01268 733119 
Gerry Fanthorpe 18 Meadowland Road Tel: 01268 462871 
 
Essex County Councillors    Basildon Ward Councillors 
Cllr. Malcolm Buckley     Cllr. Carole Morris  Cllr. Michael Mowe 
Cllr. Nigel Le Gresley     Cllr. Peter Holliman – Wickford North 
 
Remember, the Parish Council is here for residents, please do contact any of the above for information or any 
ideas/suggestions you may have to improve the Parish and/or attend the meetings to speak at the open 
sessions at the beginning of the meeting, thank you. 
 
Please cut out the following and return to a councillor if you are interested in involvement in either of these 
worthwhile projects.  Thank you. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
VOLUNTEER FOR GOOD NEIGHBOURS/EMERGENCY PLANNING 

 

Name Address Telephone  E-mail address 

 
1. 

   

 
2. 
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Days available 

 
Times convenient 

  

 
 

   

 


